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The Northwoods & Hollow Drive and Dartmouth College DREAM Update 
July & August 2008 

 
Greetings from DREAM!  Here is a summary of the exciting events and developments that occurred 
during July and August.  You can always look back at past monthly reports or other programs’ 
reports by going to: http://www.dreamprogram.org/about/localprograms.html.   And please, do not 
hesitate to contact us with questions or ideas. 
 
July and August mark the year as the warmest months in Vermont and between mentor 
programming, Camp DREAM, and the D-Unit on and off-site adventures, these were surely the 
most exciting months for DREAMers in Northwoods and Hollow Drive! 
 
Highlights from these months include: 

·  The Tucker Foundation recognizes DREAM partnership  
·  D-Unit bake sale raises over $300 
·  Nearly 20 Northwoods and Hollow Drive DREAMers attend Camp DREAM summer 

sessions 
 
Fridays: The core of DREAM happens every Friday when DREAM mentors meet with their 
partners in group and one-on-one settings.  The meetings occur on college campuses, onsite at the 
children’s homes, and at spaces around the community.  This month, Friday program included: 

·  One-on-one time 
 Dartmouth sophomore summer mentors continue to exert endless bouts of energy with 
 mentees outside, playing tag, bike riding, or swimming, among many fun options!  

 
Special Events for Children: Special events included: 

·  Big Apple Circus 
 Eight matches, mentor and mentee, spent one Friday afternoon under the big tent at the Big 
 Apple Circus in Hanover.  While at the circus, everyone experienced the magic of 
 acrobatics, clowns, and exotic animals! 

 
Trips/High Adventures: Perhaps the most exciting components of DREAM are its end of semester 
trips and summer adventure programs.  Children, mentors, parents, and staff look forward to these 
where the DREAM bus comes out of hibernation and the full group has new experiences together.  
High Adventure Trips are perhaps the most ambitious of all DREAM activities, and include 
children in the planning, fundraising, and governing of two-week adventures to places that have 
included Colorado, Utah, California, and Alaska.  Adventures these months included: 

·  Culminating 
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 August 17 marked the end of summer DREAM for the mentors and with it a big splash at 
 Ledyard, the boating and swimming facility of Dartmouth College.  Swimming, boating, 
 grilling, and lounging were all activities offered for the afternoon.  Oh, and wearing a 
 DREAM shirt was highly encouraged!  
·  High Adventure 
 While the rest of us were busy tapping at our computers or introducing DREAM 
 communities to our interns, a group of High Adventurers, 16 teen mentees and 9 mentors 
 were exploring different regions of Florida from June 20 to July 1.  While in the southern 
 peninsula, they hit up Orlando, Miami, Tampa, and the Keyes.  These explorers worked hard 
 all year-round to make this once in a lifetime trip a reality and according to them, it was 
 more than worth it! 
  

LABs/Parental Involvement: Local Advisory Board (LAB) meetings are where parents, mentors, 
and other community members come together to learn more about each other, build trust, discuss 
ideas and issue, and build stronger lines of communication.  This month: 

·  Brian’s fellowship internship 
 Brian Bensch, junior at Dartmouth College and mentor extraordinaire, continues to live in 
 the community apartment at Northwoods and provide technical and community support for 
 the DREAM families at Northwoods and Hollow Drive. 
 

Fundraisers: Fundraisers are an important component of the program.  They help build ownership 
amongst the children in the running of the program, and also provide a fun forum to build 
leadership and organizational skills.  This month: 

·  D-Unit Bake Sale 
 Maggie Ringey, the D-Unit intern in both communities, spent a few hours one afternoon and 
 morning baking treats for a killer bake sale at Dartmouth during Parent’s Weekend, July 25.  
 Brian and Maggie brought kids to the campus to sell those treats and earned over $300!  
 That money allowed Maggie to organize closing celebrations at both of the communities and 
 bring children on the end of the year all-POD trip to Whales Tales. 

 
D-Unit:  D-Unit, DREAM’s summer interns, are charged with running programming on-site in each 
of DREAM’s communities during the summer in both a solo and group setting.  These months, the 
D-Unit Interns: 

·  Had fun in the sun 
 July and August were action-packed summer months in Northwoods and Hollow Drive with 
 DREAM!  Maggie Ringey, the summer D-Unit intern for Northwoods and Hollow Drive, 
 collaborated creatively with fellow interns to keep the kids busy and have fun through a 
 variety of activities.  The children participated in on-site programming and local group trips, 
 and helped fundraise for, and went on, a larger all-POD trip that took place at the end of 
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 summer.  Maggie provided the children of Northwoods and Hollow Drive with a fantastic 
 summer! 

 
 Summer adventures also included big trips and fundraisers for it: 

·  The bake sale at Dartmouth 
·  Whale’s Tales, a water park in Lincoln, NH that three Northwoods and Hollow Drive 

children went to 
 
In Mid-July Maggie and all of DREAM’s summer interns participated in an overnight retreat at the 
D.A.R. State Park in Addison, which included time to process experiences in the DREAM 
communities and follow-up training - focused particularly on group games, planning for upcoming 
trips, and basic first-aid. 
 
The end of the summer brought about green-up days and ice cream celebrations to spruce up the 
communities our kids live in and amplify a sense of pride in their homes.  Northwoods children got 
to paint a picnic table yellow with blue hand-prints and a wooden play structure yellow.  Hollow 
Drive children painted wooden garden plots that Maggie and her father made and later planted some 
pretty perennials in them.  

  
Camp Specific: DREAM’s beautiful 50 acre camp is a resource for everyone involved in the 
program.  It is equipped to run program and overnights all seasons.  Activities at camp this month 
included: 

·  Summer Camp 
 Camp DREAM sessions have been in full swing for summer 2008, 18 DREAM mentees 
 were able to go up and spend time at an all-time favorite spot.  These sessions featured a 
 number of projects and “guest rock stars,” including 

o Penny, who helped to teach the children how to build archways that now stand 
proudly at Camp 

o Zach, he showed DREAMers how to build a solar oven to cook with 
o A musician who taught drumming techniques 
o Kids on the Block puppeteers  

 
 While up at Camp, the counselors were able to bring the children off-site for fun adventures: 

o Leddy Beach in Burlington 
o A Lake Monsters game, the Vermont minor league baseball team 
o Kill Kare, the St. Albans state park  
o The mighty Lamoille River for a day of swimming and fun 
o The Intervale Center in Burlington for free flatbread pizza, face painting, balloon 

animals, and a how-to deejay session 
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Other:  The DREAM Central Office always has a number of projects and activities in the works, so 
here’s the section for those updates, and any other random pieces of information.  
**(Evaluations, Central Office updates, outside of Friday time, etc. – include link if appropriate or 
attach directly to report, and bullet a couple highlights out).  
 
Remember, please do not hesitate to contact us with questions or ideas, and past monthly reports 
can always be accessed at:  
http://www.dreamprogram.org/documents/Local_Programs/Program_Reports/Monthly_Reports/_W
eb/! 
 
Keep DREAMing! 
 
Katie Wiseman 
Program Director, New Program Coordinator 


