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Greetings from DREAM! Here is a summary of the exciting events and developments that occurred
in the Northwoods/Hollow Drive DREAM program during March.

Mentoring pairs from the Northwods/Hollow Drive DREAM program welcomed April with open
arms, enjoying the return of green leaves and sunny skies.
Highlights from this month include:

e A Very Successful High Adventure Date Auction!

e Planning for next month’s Teen Retreat!

I : The core of DREAM happens every Friday when DREAM mentors meet with their
partners in group and one-on-one settings. The meetings occur on college campuses, onsite at the
children’s homes, and at spaces around the community. This month, Friday program included:

e Small group gatherings where mentees matched with Dartmouth seniors who will graduate
this year got a chance to get to know the new mentors they will be matched with over the
summer and fall. Friday activities in April included cooking, movies and manicures, picnics,
playing in the Dartmouth gym, pool and foosball, and High Adventure fundraising with the
older children.
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. : 18 kids and 9 mentors attending this year’s High Adventure trip
to Florida got together at Dartmouth’s Outing Club Cabin on the Skiway to do some
teambuilding, learn about the history and culture of regions they will visit in Florida, and
design roles and rituals to make traveling as fun and stress-free as possible. The retreat was a
huge success, with all participants becoming even more invested in the amazing trip they are
planning.

e & " ( # continued with its four Northwoods/Hollow Drive
participants! Participants continued to hone editing, filming, and directing skills and explored
natural areas surrounding their communities in order to choose an environmental issue to
focus on as they begin to collect documentary footage this month.

e & - I Dartmouth mentors Lindsay Deane, Jensen Lowe,
Stephen Modelfino, Mandy Dauten, and Melissa Smith worked with DREAM mentors from
all over the state to plan a terrific retreat for teenage mentees who are ready for a new
challenge. The retreat, taking place in early May, will focus on healthy relationships, body
image, and future planning for DREAM’s teen population.

% Fundraisers are an important component of the program. They help build ownership
amongst the children in the running of the program, and also provide a fun forum to build
leadership and organizational skills. This month:
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. # ) As the Dartmouth DREAM High Adventure trip to Florida
approaches, mentors and mentees planned a fun date auction for early April. Mentees
introduced their mentors who showed off talents such as singing, juggling, and hoola hooping.
Groups of friends bid to spend some time with their favorite DREAM mentor and support the
upcoming Florida adventure at the same time! Over $1000 was raised!

# 1> : The mentors are constantly working on bringing new children into the program
and improving the program Such initiatives this month have included:
. +# & % Northwoods/Hollow Drive co-chairs Jensen Lowe and Ned Kennedy

have led the way towards stronger, more family-focused DREAM programming for the
Northwoods/Hollow Drive Communities this April. By calling a mandatory mentor meeting,
Jensen and Ned took the opportunity to remind active mentors of the importance of open
communication with DREAM families. They encouraged mentors to call, stop by, cook dinner
with, and generally make serious efforts to get to know the families in the DREAM
community. Sarah Sprague, a Camp Director from DREAM’s central office, was on hand to
encourage mentors to apply to be Volunteer Counselors at Camp DREAM this summer.

. % Northwoods/Hollow Drive mentors have invited two new DREAMers to
become part of the Dartmouth DREAM program. Kayla, age 9, and Devin, age 14, are very
excited to be included in DREAM and have now been matched with mentors who will get to
know them over the course of the spring as they begin to attend DREAM Fridays and special
DREAM events.

. ! # % Co-chairs Jensen and Ned lead by example this month as
organized mentors to help the French family and the Francoeurs move house. Help from
DREAM mentors can be crucial for families who lack the resources to hire movers, and
mentor moving teams were rewarded with hugs and thank yous and Gatorade slushies galore!

» % The DREAM Central Office always has a number of projects and activities in the works, so
here’s the section for those updates, and any other random pieces of information.
e - . % Two mentors from the Northwoods/Hollowdrive DREAM Program

were recognized this year by Governor Jim Douglas for Outstanding Contributions in
Community Service. Lindsay Deane and Dylan Nelson have been incredibly devoted
mentors with a commitment to DREAM families that is well above and beyond the call of
duty. We are so proud that they have been recognized for their passion and hard work!

. /+ 0 # )% Check it out at
http://www.dreamprogram.org/blog/2008/04/2007-annual-report.html
. $ +  1)h Postings for DREAM’s 12 open AmeriCorps positions and one

permanent Camp Director position in the following year are available and a location for next
year’s Satellite Office has been selected. The lucky city? Bennington, Vermont! DREAM’s
Satellite office will work to serve/start-up DREAM programs at Castleton, Williams, Green
Mountain, and Bennington College.
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Remember, please do not hesitate to contact us with questions or ideas, and past monthly reports
can always be accessed at:

http://www.dreamprogram.org/documents/Local Programs/Program Reports/Monthly Reports/ W
eb/!

Keep DREAMing!
Edie Rhoads
Programs Director, Teen Coordinator
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